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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Proceedings of the Eleventh Annual Convention of
the Society of American Florists: Held at Pittsburgh, Pa;, August 20th, 21st, 22d and 23d, 1895 At the Convention
headquarters (the Alvin Theatre), the members of the Society of American Florists and their ladies were
welcomed upon their arrival by representatives of the Pittsburgh and Allegheny Florists and Gardeners Club.
The interior of the building was resplendent with flowers and foliage. Palms, ferns, araucarias and other
decorative plants were grouped about the platform, and two vases of handsome roses appeared on the table.
The foyer and adjacent galleries were occupied with the trade exhibit. Preliminaries. Prior to the formal
convention proceedings, President A. W. Bennett, of the local club, cordially welcomed all the visiting members
of the Society of American Florists, and announced the opening of the session with prayer. Rev. J. Schaefer, of
Allegheny, invoked the divine guidance in the deliberations of the Convention, and that the spirit of truth might
be present in the contemplation of those things which the Almighty had made beautiful and glorious as a
manifestation of his divine goodness and mercy. Hon. B. McKenna, Mayor of Pittsburgh, upon being introduced,
delivered the formal address of welcome. After receiving a round of applause, the Mayor said: - Mr. Chairman,
Ladies and Gentlemen. - It seems strange for a representative of the city of Pittsburgh to appear in this place,
before an audience of persons interested in the culture of flowers. Pittsburghers are more noted for the
information they have on iron and coal. Therefore, for me to speak to you upon a subject so novel to me as
that of a tender flower,...
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