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American politics have always to some degree been influenced by religion. As a nation whose long history of
religious tolerance includes milestones like Thomas Jefferson's Virginia Statue of Religious Freedom and a rigid
separation of church and state laid out in its constitution, the United States to this day has retained a
blossoming and diverse religious culture. Government was neither ever to interfere with the religious affairs of
its citizens, nor was it to establish any kind of regulation thereof, making religion in the U.S. virtually free
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of assertions by the pious claiming their place in the governing of the nation. During the 20th century, there
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