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FREDEBICK WILLIAM HERSCHEL, BART. , tlie illustrious astronomer, was the only son of Sir JB William Herschel.
He was born at Slough, Bucking hamshire, England, in the year 1792. His scholastic education began at Eton,
whence, at the age of seven teen, he was sent to St. Johns College, Cambridge, where he attained to great
eminence in mathematics. ACer leaving the University, he entered upon the study of astronomy, and in 1820,
assisted by his father, com pleted a mirror of 18 inches diameter and 20 feet focal length for a reflecting
telescope. This, as subsequently improved, became the instrument which enabled hirn to eEect the
astronomical observations that formed the basis of his fame. In 1821-28 he undertook the re-examina tion of his
fathers double stars. For this work he re ceived in 1826 the gold medal of the Astronomical So ciety, and the
Lalande Medal of the French Institute. From 1824 to 1827 he was Secretary o the Eoyal So ciety, and in 1827 was
elected to the Chair of the As tronomical Society, which office he filled on two subse quent occasions. In 1831 the
honor of knighthood was conferred on him by William IV. , and he subsequently 3 4 SIB JOHN HERSCHEL was
made a baronet. His exploration of the southern heavens constituted an epoch in astronomy, and secured for
him the distinction of memberships in almost every important society in both hemispheres. His Outlines of
Astronomy, 7 here reproduced, first appeared in 1849, and, notwithstanding the disadvantage arising from the
practice of stereotyping text-books which relate to...
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