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Subject: School facilities -- United States -- Maintenance and repair. Excerpt: . . . 20 percent and greater to be in
poor condition. Facilities with FCIs greater than 50 percent are considered to be experiencing such levels of
fatigue that the merits of reinvestment in the existing structure should be carefully considered. New Mexico
created a facility assessment program that required it to evaluate the capital needs of every school facility in
the state, rank all 789 public schools in terms of needed capital improvements, and prioritize funding on an
annual basis for those public school facilities most in need of repair. This program enables it to optimize the
allocation of limited resources. In 2003, New Mexico assessed all K-12 public school facilities and developed the
New Mexico condition index ( NMCI ) that measures both the physical condition and the adequacy of a school
facility against New Mexicos adequacy standards. Facility assessments include evaluations of eight building
systems, including site utilities; structural systems ( foundations, exterior walls, doors, and roof ); interior
systems ( walls, ceilings, and floors ); mechanical and plumbing systems, electrical systems; building and fire
code systems ( accessibility and fire detection suppression ); equipment ( gym equipment and technology ); and
special fixtures ( cabinets and chalk boards ). The NMCI incorporates weighting factors for specific deficiencies,
such as conditions that present health or safety threats, inadequate space, and inadequate equipment. In
addition, New Mexicos assessment process includes a life-cycle analysis that takes into consideration whether a
building system is within or beyond its recommended life. New Mexico updates the facility condition data when
it completes...
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