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(OCoLC)607112345 Subject: Energy development -- Law and legislation -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 9 has been a
significant mess that we inherited within the Depart-ment of the Interior. I wanted them to be here today
because I wanted them to hear from you. And I want them to be part of the team as we try to put together the
framework for energy development and those respon-sibilities that the Department of the Interior has as we
move for-ward. Let me finally just make a comment, some comments that I want to make about the
Department of the Interior. The Department of the Interior is a large Department. We oversee 20 percent of the
land mass of the United States of America. We oversee 1. 75 billion acres of the Outer Continental Shelf.
Congresswoman Diana DeGette, good morning. We have responsibilities in lots of diGerent ways that I know
many of you are interested in. In the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-ice, since the days of T. R. Roosevelt and his
beginnings on the fish and wildlife and the protection of fish and wildlife, we now have 550 wildlife refuges
around the United States of America that cover 150 million acres. Our national parks, which have 391 units, are
visited by over 300 million people a year, and are in every one of the States of the United States of America, with
the exception of Delaware, and we are working on a national park in Delaware. Our Bureau of Land
Management oversees over 250 million acres of land, much of it in the Western States...
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